
 

This is a simple guide to surveying your garden for your online garden design. 

The survey stage is the first step to getting your garden professionally designed by 
Cheswick Gardens. 

The more information and measurements you can provide the more detail we will be 
able to include in your design. 

To help you survey your garden we have put together an easy to follow, step by step guide 
below.  

Before you start…  
Remember though the more accurate the survey the more accurate your final plan will be. 
Items you might need for the survey: 

• A tape measure – ideally a 30m tape, if not a 5m or 8m tape will be fine. 
• A digital camera for taking photos of the garden (take plenty!) 
• An extra pair of hands, or 
• A stake, steel pin or screw driver for securing the tape at one end if you are on your 

own. 
• Gridded / Graph Paper 



Step 1 
Draw your Garden outline onto the gridded paper noting all the important parts of your 
garden. Try to keep your drawing to scale allowing one metre to each large square on the 
grid. 

Step 2 
Measure the outside of the building and garden remembering to note the positions and 
sizes of any windows and doors onto your garden. 

  



Step 3 
Measure any inspection covers or drains as well as any existing trees. It’s useful to know 
the width of any covers. 

Step 4 
For any irregular points, objects or corners that are tricky to measure using normal 
methods, use triangulation instead. Just take a measurement from two known fixed points 
and jot these measurements onto your survey. 
Also make a note on your survey if the ground level changes across your garden. You can 
usually see this by following lines of brick or fencing panels. 



Step 5 
Use offsets at regular intervals to measure irregular shaped areas or borders. 

You should now have: 
• Your completed garden plan with some key dimensions on it. 
• The rough area of your garden in metres squared or area of your required border 

planting. 

Photographs 
The more photographs you can send us the better. 
Some photographs of your garden from different angles or of existing features that you feel 
we need to know about. 
You will need to locate where these images were taken on your plan. 
 
Garden Ideas 
Please send us photographs or links to a Pinterest page (for instance) showing us what 
you like in a garden. 


